Prediction Punches
Synopsis:  During key parts of the book students will discuss where they believe the story can end up based upon details that have already occurred.  They will each color and place their prediction punch gloves near the target that signals the end of the book. Each week the class will revisit the predictions that they originally made and vote them in or out based upon the new details in the book.

Student Objective:  Students will be able to base prediction of events based upon details provided in the story.  Students will also be able to rule out future predictions by relating the discussion material with the ideas previously expressed.  

Materials: crayons, prediction punch gloves worksheets, pencils and novel

Interlocking Principles

	Student Centered
	Story connects with student’s home life.  Uses student’s beliefs to justify the perceptions created.

	Developmental
	Inter-active hands on discussion, then the ability to create their thoughts on paper and display them in the class.

	Reflective
	Using information from the book and possibly personal experiences they will gather their opinions.

	Social
	They work together and communicate thoughts using details from the novel.

	Collaborative
	They work within groups to determine different ideas although in the end they gather their own unique prediction.  They also work together to determine which predictions come down.


Lesson Guide:  

Step 1:  During the middle point of the book (after chapter 12) close the book and have the student speculate about different endings. Have them brainstorm about the different possibilities for closing the book.  Make sure they point out a reason for each speculation. 

Step 2:  Have students receive the proper worksheets where they write out their own prediction of the story.  They may decorate their predictions.  Then they will place their perception on the bull-target board.

Step 3:  Throughout the continued reading of the story, revisit the predictions that were made.  You can choose to have them remake the prediction punch or simply remove the predictions that cannot occur because the events change.

Assessment:

	The prediction is developed with supportive details from the book
	A

Summarized answer with three or more details.
	B

Summarized answer with a few details.
	C

An answer with a reason but still leaves questions.
	D

A stated answer

	The worksheet is colorfully and artistically displayed
	A
Yes. Very neat, well designed and unique
	B.  Yes Nice and colorful. Could have more effort
	C.  Yes.  Basic design, shows no innovation
	D. 
No.  Activity is complete with low expectation


Scavenger Hunt

Synopsis:  Based upon the reading and information students are learning about the setting of the book (Chicago) student will complete an internet scavenger hunt that will have them outline various important places in Chicago.  As well they will research school differences to make comparisons, economic standings, districts, music, dance and culture so they can compare it to their school culture.

Materials:  Computer, internet, Teacher designed questionnaire from student generated questions and discussions. 

Student Objective:  Students will be able to use the internet to guide a higher level of understand as it  relates to the culture, setting, and characteristics.  They will be able to compare and contrast as well as see how setting relates to story. 
Interlocking Principles

	Student Centered
	Question and topics on the internet hunt come from the story and student interest in the Chicago culture.

	Experimental
	The book introduces different ideas, but through research on the internet students will be able to visually see the places discussed as well as explore others on their own.  It gives a chance for them to visit other cities without leaving the classroom.

	Holistic
	Instead of allowing the book just to be words on paper, the student gets a chance to explore another inner-city culture.

	Authentic
	The lesson are coming from a novel and then using current event from online to help foster understanding.

	Challenging
	Computer skills in low-income schools are skills that constantly need improvement.  Combing language arts with technology will be challenging.

	Cognitive
	High-ordered thinking comes from finding ideas and places online and hopefully fosters continued interest. 

	Democratic
	Work in groups of two in order to find a common answer. 


Samples:

· Research the Magnificent Mile. Name some stores.  What is the address of the Sears Tower?  When was it built?

· What famous movies were filmed in Chicago?

· How would you travel from one side of the city to another? (various methods)

· What is footwork dance style?  What is stepping dance style?

· What artists are from Chicago? Do they have songs that describe the city? What do they talk about?

· Find houses on the internet look at the layout and set up.  How is it different?

· Pretend you just receive $1000.  How much would your rent be?  Look at the supermarkets that are common, can you pay for a full week of food?  What about transportation?  Gas?  

· Helpful ideas


· Common “Southside”

· Gwendolyn Brooks

· Kanye West “Homecoming”

Assessment:

Regular grading system

Let’s Make a Scene
Synopsis:  Students will be placed in groups and find a  scene in the book that they felt was important towards the development of the story.  They will then assign different parts and make a skit based off the information provided within the novel.

Student Objectives:  Students will be able to gain a better understanding of character traits and the importance a scene has to the plot.  

Materials:  novel, props for skits if student choose, note cards

Interlocking Principles
	Student Centered
	Students like drama, movies and skits.  They are using their ideas in build the skits to properly portray the novel.

	Experiential
	This is a hands-on activity that uses movement and idea.

	Constructivist
	They recreate dialogue from literature and rebuild settings and props. 

	Expressive
	Students will employ a large number of communicative and artistic devices in order to successfully complete the assignment. 

	Reflective
	The student swill complete an essay to express their feelings about the project

	Collaborative
	Students must work together to compete the activity. They are also graded on their teamwork skills.

	Social
	Students must talk with each other to get each other’s ideas and view points

	Democratic
	Students must work out differences with parts and responsibilities.


Lesson Guide:

Step 1:  Lead student in a review of the story.  Have them pick out scenes within the book they found were important.  Identify by page number.
Step 2: Have them put themselves in groups to reenact the scenes as if they were shooting a movie.  Let them practice with each other, helping them identify character traits and emotions.  Let htem write their dialogue on note cards to help them remember their dialogue.

Step 3:  Let them come in the next day with props and anything else needed to help make the skit more realistic.  

Step 4:  After all skits have them write a reflection on what they learned by completing this activity.

Assessment

1)

	1)
	Did person within the group work together and ensure all participants had a fair level of responsibility?
	Yes
	No
	½ Credit

	2)
	Is the skit prepared and shows a level of practice by students using notes, correct emotions, and acting in accordance with the book. 
	Yes
	No
	½ Credit

	3)
	Did students use a scene in the book that can be viewed as important? Was the worth justified?
	Yes
	No 
	½ Credit

	4)
	Was the skit between 3 and 5 minutes in comprehensive length?
	Yes
	NO
	½ Credit

	5)
	Did the scene make sense and follow the correct format
	Yes
	No 
	½ Credit


2. Personalize student writing response about a reflection on the activity.

Book Covers
Synopsis:  Students will design their own book cover.  They will look up different book designs. They will determine the different factors for a complete book cover.  (title, author, slogan, design, back cover summary, author bio, important quote)

Student Objectives:  Students will be able to gain a better understanding of story characteristics and important elements of books.  Students will be able to summarize stories and gain overview perceptions. 

Materials:  construction paper, scissors, notebook paper, glue, markers, crayons, mock book cover for instructional purposes

Interlocking Principles
Lesson guide:
Step 1:  Have students walk through the layout of various books.  Have them discuss similarities and differences.

Step 2:  Show an example of a student constructed book cover for a book report assignment for students to understand the requirements.  Pass out the assessment checklist as well.

Step 3:  Students construct their own book covers using the artistic materials.

Assessment

1.  Title of Book/Author




10 pt



2.  Slogan






10 pt

3. Cover Design





50 pt


Concept

10 pt


Color


10 pt


Detail


10 pt


Execution

10 pt


Bonus


10 pt

4.  Author Bio






10 pt

5.  Book Summary on Back




20 pt

Other Ideas

The Why Game

Take a question, very basic and have the students answer it in discussion.  After every answer ask the question WHY, to get to the lowest detail possible.
Ex:
Who broke into the car?
Michael and Eddie

Why?



They wanted to be cool

Why?



Because Michael was trying to be in a gang

Continue on….
Movie Stars

Students will look through magazines and newspapers to assign people to play each of the different characters.  The goal of this is to associate visual traits and imagery provided by the book to help design an idea of the characters and what they should portray.

Sequence Strip
Have all the students write their favorite scenes down on an index card. Have them line up in the order of the events of the story.  Tape the strip together and have. (They can decorate their cards)

Figurative Language Drawing
The novel has a lot of examples of slang diction, and especially idioms and metaphors. Have them find some and draw the pictures of the literal language verse the figurative.

Myspace

Show the outline of a myspace page.  Have the students build myspace page for their favorite character.  Can visit www.myspace.com/eddie_j_chitown for help

Find a Place

Identify what your role would be in the story.  Create a whole new character, what would be the purpose of the character? What are your traits, characteristics, thoughts?  How would you merge in with the plot?

Alternate Ending

Have students write an alternate ending to the story.

Vocabulary

	Accent (19)
	Monotone (20)
	Illegal (25)
	Manipulate (28)
	Loitering (42)

	Nonchalant 
	Inscription (50)
	Envision 
(55)
	Convulsions (62)
	Convenience (76)

	Envy (78)
	Petty (79)
	Chaos (81)
	Impatient (85)
	Menace (90)

	Smug (91)
	Prolong (101)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


